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"We have refused to receive many after the 1st inst.,
and I have now an application from thirty in one
school, but we think it best now to await the action of
the Legislature to ascertain what they propose to do for
us, and I also think it best to prepare some forty
steady young men, as a nucleus on which to build the
hereafter. . . ."

"SEMINARY, February 10, 1860.

"I have now crossed the line1 and suppose I must
rest satisfied with the title of the 'Old Man/ the 'cross
old schoolmaster/ but time won't wait and we must
rush on in the race to eternity. . , .

"We have just passed through a critical week, the
struggle for mastery resulting in five boys being gone.
It would take a volume to record it, but I am now
rid of five noisy, insubordinate boys. Fifty-one still
remain, not a recitation was missed, and I am fully
supported. There can be but one master. I was pre-
pared for this resistance but it hardly gave me a mo-
ment's concern, but since, I learn from Dr. Smith In
the Legislature that it is doubtful whether Governor
Wickliffe's bill will pass. Since old Brown has run
out, Congress organized, Texas taken strong ground
against secession/the Louisiana politicians have cooled
down, and they are less zealous to build up a Military
School. Dr. Smith wrote me to let him know the least
sum we needed from the State to carry us through the
year. I have notified him that Governor Wickliffe's
sum is the least, that the institution must be sustained

1 February 8, 1860, was Sherman's fortieth, birthday.imiuariiM 1 nhtpfmi him.                                  it
